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NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, IN,
INTO OR FROM ANY JURISDICTION WHERE TO DO THE SAME WOULD
CONSTITUTE A VIOLATION OF THE RELEVANT LAWS OF SUCH JURISDICTION.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
10 December 2008

Recommended Acquisition

by
HCL EASLimited

an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of
HCL TechnologiesLimited
of

Axon Group plc

Court sanction of HCL Scheme

Axon Group plc {Axon" or the" Company") announces that, the High Court of Justice haaytod
made an order sanctioning the HCL Scheme by whi€lh EAS's acquisition of Axon is being
implemented.

In order for the HCL Scheme to become Effective, @ourt will now need to confirm the associated
HCL Capital Reduction at the HCL Reduction Courtakieg. This hearing will take place on 12
December 2008. It is expected that the last daleafings in Axon Shares will be 11 December 2008
and that the listing and admission to trading anltbndon Stock Exchange's main market for listed
securities of Axon Shares will be cancelled at &080. on 16 December 2008, the day following the
anticipated effective date of the HCL Scheme.

A request has been made to each of the London &xctkange and the UKLA to cancel the trading
in Axon Shares on the London Stock Exchange's mairket for listed securities and to remove the
listing of the Axon Shares from the Official Ligt, each case, with effect from the day following th
HCL Effective Date.

A detailed timetable of events for the HCL Schemesét out in the scheme document dated 24
October 2008 (theScheme Document™).

Copies of the Scheme Document are available fqreiction during normal business hours on any
business day at the offices of Osborne Clarke & Bommdon Wall, London EC2Y 5EB, up to and
including the HCL Effective Date.

Words and expressions defined in the Scheme Dodishali, unless the context provides otherwise,
have the same meanings in this announcement.

Enquiries:

Axon

Stephen Cardell Tel: +44 (0)1784 480 800
lain Mcintosh

Roy Merritt
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Citi (financial adviser and joint corporate broker to

Axon)

William Barter Tel: +44 (0)20 7986 6946
Richard Moore Tel: +44 (0)20 7986 5376
Charles Lytle Tel: +44 (0)20 7986 0519
Panmure Gordon (joint cor porate broker to Axon)

Dominic Morley Tel: +44 (0)20 7614 8388
Bell Pottinger (PR adviser to Axon)

Chris Hamilton Tel: +44 (0)7870 257 276
Mike Davis Tel: +44 (0)7871 255 055

HCL Technologies
Sandip Gupta Tel: +91 12 0438 1095
Ram Krishna

Merrill Lynch (financial adviser to HCL)

Kevin J. Smith Tel: +44 (0)20 628 1000
Mohsin Rashid

Raphael Grunschlag

Andrew Fairclough (Corporate Broking)

Sandard Chartered (financial adviser to HCL)
Amer Baig Tel: +44 (0)20 7885 8888
Thomas Pfeiffer

Maitland (PR adviser to HCL)
Philip Gawith Tel: +44 (0)20 7379 5151
Liz Morley

Citi, which is authorised and regulated in the Udit€ingdom by the FSA, is acting exclusively forrAand no one else in connection with
the HCL Acquisition and will not be responsible toyane other than Axon for providing the protectiafforded to clients of Citi nor for
providing advice in relation to the HCL Acquisitidhge content of this announcement or any mattesrrefl to herein.

Merrill Lynch, which is authorised and regulatedtire United Kingdom by the FSA, is acting exclusif@yHCL Technologies and HCL
EAS and no one else in connection with the HCL Adtipm and will not be responsible to anyone ottieem HCL Technologies and HCL
EAS for providing the protections afforded to ctgof Merrill Lynch nor for providing advice in rion to the HCL Acquisition, the
content of this announcement or any matter refetoelerein.

Standard Chartered, which is authorised and regulatethe United Kingdom by the FSA, is acting exeklg for HCL Technologies and
HCL EAS and no one else in connection with the HEuisition and will not be responsible to anyoneeotthan HCL Technologies and
HCL EAS for providing the protections afforded biewts of Standard Chartered nor for providing ackvin relation to the HCL
Acquisition, the content of this announcement or matter referred to herein.

Dealing Disclosure Requirements

Under the provisions of Rule 8.3 of the City Coflany person is, or becomes, 'interested' (direatlindirectly) in one per cent. or more

of any class of 'relevant securities' of Axon,@dlalings' in any 'relevant securities' of Axorc(uding by means of an option in respect of,
or a derivative referenced to, any such 'relevastwsities’) must be publicly disclosed by no latean 3.30 p.m. (London time) on the
London business day following the date of the eaiétransaction. This requirement will continueiltite date on which the Acquisition

becomes effective, lapses or is otherwise withdrawonowhich the 'offer period' otherwise ends. If taromore persons act together

pursuant to an agreement or understanding, whefibrenal or informal, to acquire an 'interest' in levant securities' of Axon, they will be

deemed to be a single person for the purpose & &Gl

Under the provisions of Rule 8.1 of the City Codidaklings' in 'relevant securities' of Axon by HCéchnologies or HCL EAS, or Axon,
or by any of their respective 'associates', mustibelosed by no later than 12.00 noon (London tiomethe London business day following
the date of the relevant transaction.

A disclosure table, giving details of the comparnies/hose 'relevant securities' 'dealings’ shoulddizelosed, and the number of such
securities in issue, can be found on the Panel'siteehtwww.thetakeoverpanel.org.uk




A X (O]

F o | o= B

'Interests in securities' arise, in summary, whereason has long economic exposure, whether conditior absolute, to changes in the
price of securities. In particular, a person wik ltreated as having an 'interest' by virtue of dnnership or control of securities, or by

virtue of any option in respect of, or derivativeferenced to, securities.
Terms in quotation marks are defined in the City €aghich can also be found on the Panel's websiteu are in any doubt as to the

application of Rule 8 to you, please contact arepehdent financial adviser authorised under theaRtial Services and Markets Act
2000, consult the Panel's websitevatw.thetakeoverpanel.org.wk contact the Panel on telephone number +44 @)382 9026; fax

+44 (0) 20 7638 1554.




